
Free 
The Authors

 PDF Download

 Caroline Buchanan

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eaoo/OPMw/myEZE/The-Authors-Fiona-Dodd
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eaoo/OPMw/myEZE/The-Authors-Fiona-Dodd
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eaoo/OPMw/myEZE/The-Authors-Fiona-Dodd
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eaoo/OPMw/myEZE/The-Authors-Fiona-Dodd
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eaoo/OPMw/myEZE/The-Authors-Fiona-Dodd


Short biographies of the men and women who wrote about their recovery from alcoholism in

the pioneering days of the twelve step programme



The AuthorsShort biographies of thepioneers of the twelve step movementFiona DoddTo

Those Who Trudged the Road Before UsCopyright © 2012 Author NameAll rights reserved.:

9798670645867Table of ContentsIntroductionOriginal manuscript only…………………………

1This story appeared in the original manuscript but was removed before the first edition was

printed in April 1939Del Tyron, “Ace Full-Seven-Eleven” …………………………………2First

Edition only…………………………………………3These stories appeared only in the first

edition and were not reuse in the second or third editions(Hank) Henry P., “The Unbeliever”

…………………………………...4Florence R., “A Feminine Victory”

…………………………………...6William R., “A Business Man’s Recovery”

…………………………...7Harry B., “A Different Slant” …………………………………………

8Walter B., “The Back-Slider” …………………………………….…...10Ernie G., “The Seventh

Month Slip” ……………………………….…12Tom L., “My Wife and I”

……………………………………………..14William (Bill) V. H., “A Ward of the Probate Court”

……………..….16Charlie S., “Riding the Rods” …………………………………………18Bob O.,

“The Salesman” ………………………………………………20Wallace (Wally) G., “Fired Again”

……………………………………22Paul S., “Truth Freed Me!”

…………………………………………….24Harold S., “Smile With Me, At Me”

…………………………………...26Henry J. Z., “A Close Shave”

………………………………………….28Norman H., “Educated Agnostic”

……………………………………...30Ralph F., “Another Prodigal Story”

……………………………………32Myron W., “Hindsight”

…………………………………………………34Horace R. (Popsy) M., “On His Way”

………………………………….36Marie B., “An Alcoholic’s Wife” ……………………………………

38Ray C., “An Artist’s Concept” ……………………………………… 39Lloyd T., “The Rolling

Stone” ……………………………………… 41Pat C., “Lone Endeavor”

…………………………………………… 43Second Edition only…………………………………

45These new stories (written in 1955) appeared only in the second edition and were not

reused in the third editionJohn P., “The Professor and the Paradox”

……………………………...46Author unknown, “His Conscience”

……………………………………48Fred (last name unknown), “New Vision for a Sculptor”

………………50Joe M., “Joe’s Woes” ………………………………………………….53Bill G.,

“There’s Nothing the Matter With Me!” ……………………….56Annie C., “Annie the Cop

Fighter” ……………………………………. 58Nancy F., “The Independent Blonde”

…………………………………...60Third

Edition………………………………………………....63Pioneers of A.A.Robert H. S., M.D., “The

Doctor’s Nightmare”(“Doctor Bob’s Nightmare” in 2nd/3rd eds.) …………………………….64Bill

D., “Alcoholics Anonymous Number Three”(“The Man on the Bed” in 2nd/3rd eds.)

…………………………………68Dick S., “The Car Smasher”(“He Had to be Shown” in 2nd ed.)

………………………………….….70Albert (Abby) G., “He Thought He Could Drink like a

Gentleman” …..72Margaret (Marty) M., “Women Suffer Too” …………………………...75Joe D.,

“The European Drinker” ……………………………………….79Jim B., “The Vicious Cycle”

……………………………………………82Jim S., “Traveler, Editor, Scholar”(“The News Hawk” in

2nd/3rd eds.) ………………………………….….85Ethel M., “From Farm to City”

………………………………………….87Archie T., “The Fearful One”(“The Man Who Mastered

Fear” in 2nd/3rd eds.) ………………………...90Earl T., “He Sold Himself Short”



……………………………………….93Clarence S., “Home Brewmeister”

………………………………………96Sylvia K., “The Keys of the Kingdom”

………………………………….99They Stopped in TimeAuthor unknown, “Too Young?”

…………………………………….103Ceil F., “Fear of Fear”

……………………………………………….105Cecil (Teet) C., “Those Golden Years”

………………………………107Author unknown, “The Housewife Who Drank at Home”

…………. 109Trevor K., Lucknow, India, “Lifesaving Words” …………………….111Dr. Earle M.,

“Physician, Heal Thyself!” …………………………….113Lisa, “A Teen-Ager’s Decision

………………………………………117Pete W., “Rum, Radio and Rebellion”

……………………………….119Author unknown, “Any Day Was Washday”

………………………...123Chet R., “It Might Have Been Worse”

……………………………….125Esther E., “A Flower of the South” ……………….

………………….128Author unknown, “Calculating the Costs” …………….

……………...131Felicia G., “Stars Don’t Fall” …………………………………………132Harris K.,

“Growing Up All Over Again” ……………………………135Author unknown, “Unto the Second

Generation” ……………………137Author unknown, “Me an Alcoholic?”

…………………………………140Dr. Paul O., “Doctor, Alcoholic, Addict”(“Acceptance Was the

Answer” in 4th ed.) …………………………….142They Lost Nearly AllMorris B., “A Five-Time

Loser Wins” …………………………………146Helen B., “Promoted to Chronic”

………………………………………148Maynard B., “Join the Tribe” …………………..

………………………150Author unknown, “Belle of the Bar” ………………………..…………

152Jim S., M.D., “Jim’s Story” …………………………………………….154John Henry F. (Fitz)

M., “Our Southern Friend” …………………….157Author unknown, “The Prisoner Freed”

…………………………….160Pat M., “Desperation Drinking”

…………………………………….162Sackville O’C. M., “The Career Officer”

…………………………...163Bertha V., “Another Chance”

……………………………………….166E. B. R. (Bob), “He Who Loses His Life”

………………………….167Wynn C. L., “Freedom From Bondage”

…………………………….168Bob P., “A.A. Taught Him to Handle Sobriety”

…………………….172IntroductionThe following is a copy of a report on the history of the Big

Book that was prepared by the Alcoholics Anonymous World Services staff, and circulated

among the Conference, Area and District Literature Committee members, to give them some

background as they approached their work on the then-proposed Fourth Edition.11 Jun

1997History of Preparation and Publication of the First, Second and Third Editions of the Big

Book, Alcoholics Anonymous Prepared by Doug R., A.A.W.S. Staff.This is an attempt to review

the history of the preparation for and publication of the First, Second and Third Editions of the

Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous. The resources of the Archives, the Files Department, the

Literature committee records, both Conference and Trustees, as well as memories of present

and past staff members at the General Service Office are being used.First EditionOn a

borrowed $4,000 Alcoholics Anonymous was produced, by Works Publishing in 1939. This little

company, formed by Bill and Dr. Bob and their non-alcoholic friends along with other founding

members was taken over by the Alcoholic Foundation in 1940 when the shareholders and

Charles B. Towns were paid off in full by the Foundation for their ‘investments’ in the project.

Thus, our basic text has been held in trust by first, the Foundation, and now A.A. World

Services, Inc., for the Society of Alcoholics Anonymous for all time. �In the Foreword to the First

Edition, we find the premise, the simple statement of purpose which remains the hub of unity

for the Fellowship, “We of Alcoholics Anonymous are more than 100 men and women who



have recovered from a seemingly helpless state of mind and body. To show other alcoholics

precisely how we have recovered is the main purpose of this book. “(Page iii, Foreword to the

First Edition of Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous.) �In a speech that Bill gave in Fort Worth about

the writing of the book, he says,I suppose the book yarn really started in the living room of Doc

and Annie Smith. As you know, I landed there in the summer of ’35, a little group caught hold. I

helped Smithy briefly with it and he went on to found the first A.A. group in the world. And, as

with all new groups, it was nearly all failure, but now and then, somebody saw the light and

there was progress. Pampered, I got back to New York a little more experienced; a group

started there, and by the time we got around to 1937, this thinking had leaped a little over into

Cleveland, and began to move south into New York. But it was still, we thought in those years,

flying blind, a flickering candle indeed, that might at any moment be snuffed out. So, on this late

fall afternoon in 1937, Smithy and I were talking together in his living room, Anne sitting there,

when we began to count noses. How many people had stayed dry; in Akron, in New York,

maybe a few in Cleveland? How many had stayed dry and for how long? And when we added

up the total, it sure was a handful of, I don’t know, 35, 40 maybe. But enough time had elapsed

on enough really fatal cases of alcoholism, so that we grasped the importance of these small

statistics. �Bob and I saw for the first time that this thing was going to succeed. That God in his

providence and mercy had thrown a new light into the dark coves where we and our kind had

been and were still by the millions dwelling. I never can forget the elation and ecstasy that

seized us both. And then we sat happily talking and reflecting. We reflected that well, a couple

of score of drunks were sober but this had taken three long years. There had been an

immense amount of failure and a long time had been taken just to sober up the handful. How

could we transmit our message to them, and by what means ... how could this light be a

reflection and transmitted without being distorted and garbled?... And we touched on the book.

The group conscience consisted of 18 men good and true ... and the good and true men, you

could see right away, were damned skeptical about it all. Almost with one voice, they chorused,

‘Let’s keep it simple—this is going to bring money into this thing, this is going to create a

professional class. We’ll all be ruined.’ Well, I countered, ‘That’s a very good argument. Lots to

what you say... but even within gunshot of this very house, alcoholics are dying like flies. And if

this thing doesn’t move any faster than it has in the last three years, it may be another ten

before it gets to the outskirts of Akron. How in God’s name are we going to carry this message

to others? We’ve got to take some kind of chance. We can’t keep it so simple that it becomes

anarchy and gets complicated. We can’t keep it so simple that it won’t propagate itself. And

we’ve got to have a lot of money to do these things.’The history of the book project is well-

documented in Bill’s writings. It is a wonderful story which bears repeating again and again

because of its significance to the fellowship. The principles which were employed by the early

timers and their friends will keep us in good stead as we travel the road to the Fourth Edition of

the Big Book.Second EditionThe progress through to production of the Second Edition of the

Big Book is not as nearly as well-documented as the First Edition. We do have a letter from Bill

to Bernard Smith in which he notes that he, himself, will do most of the revision. And in the

Archives we can see a copy of the Big Book which includes Bill’s notes for the Second Edition. �

In June 14, 1954, letter to Bernard Smith, Bill wrote:The story section of the Big Book is far

more important than most of us think. It is our principle means of identifying with the reader

outside of A.A. It is the written equivalent of hearing speakers at an A.A. meeting; it is our show

window of results. To increase the power and variety of this display to the utmost should be,

therefore, no routine or hurried job. The best will be none too good. The difference between

“good” and “excellent” can be the difference between prolonged misery and recovery, between



life and death, for the reader outside A.A. �There were some cautions enumerated by Bill in

considering the revision of the Big Book:The main purpose of the revision is to bring the story

section up to date, to portray more adequately a cross section of those who have found help—

the audience for the book is people who are coming to Alcoholics Anonymous now. Those who

are here have already heard our stories. Since the audience for the book is likely to be

newcomers, anything from the point of view of content or style that might offend or alienate

those who are not familiar with the program should be carefully eliminated.There were also

some further interesting notes:Basic Editorial Approaches1. The desire to reproduce realistic

stories should not be overemphasized to the extent of producing an unrealistic book. The

stories are not important because they are tape-recorded, they are important because they

have something to say about the people who were helped. There should be no shrinking from

the job of editing ruthlessly if such editing will preserve the story without the realism.2.

Profanity, even when mild, rarely contributes as much as it detracts. It should be avoided.3. All

minor geographical references should be avoided. (Names of cities, states, etc.)4. The stories

should be “organized” coherently, either in terms of chronology or of the specific points the

individual is trying to make.5. “Selling” or other “gimmicks”—editorial and otherwise—should be

avoided the story section is not a popular magazine. The appearance and approach should be

straightforward, without frills.6. Humor should stem from character of the storyteller and of the

situations he describes, not be the result of “gags.”7. The end results of the editing should be

that the stories will be suitable for reading aloud—at closed meetings, etc.—without

embarrassment.Bill then proceeded to redo the story section, setting it up in three

parts:Section I, reproduction of eight of the original stories, plus four other “graybeards” as he

called them.Section II, consisting of “a dozen stories about milder cases, ‘high bottom,’ we call

them, of which the present story section includes none.”Section III, where Bill included more

low bottom stories selected from tape recordings which had been gathered.Copies of letters

which Bill sent out asking people whose stories seemed like a good possibility for the next

edition, to sign a release and send it back to him as soon as possible “so we could get our

printer going.” A copy of the release letter is also enclosed. I found both fascinating in their

warmth and ease of communication. �In one letter to an individual who was interested in sending

his story to him, Bill writes, “as you are probably aware the stories we need will be of the

straight A.A. variety; the kind which would be most effective with the beginner on our program.

We are looking for straight personal narratives which describes the drinking history, how the

newcomer arrived in Alcoholics Anonymous, how A.A. affected him, and what A.A. has since

accomplished for him. For this purpose, we are not, of course, interested in the more advanced

or specialized talks, the lecture or spread-eagle oratory type of talk, we can’t very well use for

this particular purpose.” �Another letter from Bill accompanied all the changes planned for the

Second Edition of the A.A. book and enumerates these suggested changes with the caveat

“Do the new stories afford the best possible variety—do they cover drinking experiences as

well as 22 histories could?” And “Do any of the stories or titles contain material that might repel

any considerable number of sensitive alcoholic readers? And if so, what changes are

suggested?” �He was planning on sending a galley to the July trustees meeting the next month

of 1953 and he continues with a reminder to the trustees, “It will be well to remember that the

main purpose of the new story section is identification with the new man or woman alcoholic.

So, these stories are not necessarily about the very best A.A. members. They were picked

because we thought they packed a wallop.” �Later that month Bill sends a letter to Ralph Bugli in

which he describes his disappointment in the process which he had planned on using.

Apparently, using tape recordings and transcribing those had been clumsy at best, and these



stories had not communicated well in the written word. There were a lot of… pungent

adjectives, slang and sometimes profanity. Some of the titles intensified this condition more. In

a meeting such talk usually goes over because of the background against which it is given. But

not so when the recordings are condensed into writing. �In an AA meeting the essential dignity

and spirituality of a good member is evident, no matter what he says. His personality is there

for all to see and feel. But a condensed tape does not show much of this, especially when the

bulk of the tale consists of spectacular drinking episodes ... there isn’t enough background

showing what the speaker and its environment was before we drank. Neither is there too much

evidence to show what he is like now—economically, socially, spiritually. Hence, we see a

horrible drunk, now sober, who is glad to be in A.A. because of the fellowship, 24 hour plan, the

Higher Power—or God, maybe. �Bill continues,Readers have to find in the story section

individuals like themselves, economically, mentally and socially. Specially, is this true of women.

If, in 22 stories, you discover only four or five folks of substance and education and the rest are

assorted and spectacular drunks, then many readers can be repelled. the hard-core of A.A.,

may be 50% consisting of people coming from substantial backgrounds. Therefore it isn’t

enough to have a lot of categories. This “respectable” category, in particular, has to bear a

reasonable relation to the percentage of such people in A. A. Otherwise, we’ve got another

damaging distortion. The extreme low bottom, reading the present stories would surely be

attracted. But would your friends and mine have been drawn to A.A. by these 22 case histories,

snobbish, maybe. �Nevertheless, AA experience shows that we have to identify with the people

on the basis on where they think they are—not where we think they ought to be.The upshot of

this was that half of the speakers had to be interviewed and the material had to be rewritten

and a dozen more stories had to be collected. Bill was concerned with the people who had

been working on the project and reminded the trustee that these workers should not be given

responsibility for the delays. They were following his direction and the responsibility was mainly

his because it had been his idea. He winds up with the sentence, “Don’t take any of this too

seriously—I may still be a fuddy duddy!”Third EditionThe documentation for the Third Edition is

very different from that of the First and Second since our co-founder, Bill, had been immersed

in both the preparation and publication of both of those editions. As I mentioned before, the

documentation on the First Edition can be found in letters, talks and writings of Bill W. and

history on the Second Edition is a little more difficult to track. Along with the Big Book in which

Bill made his notes for the Second Edition, there is much original correspondence to be seen

of an archival nature. �The Third Edition, however, is almost totally documented through the

reports of the Trustees’ Literature Committee and the Conference Literature Committee. The

first mention of a Third Edition I could uncover is found in a report of the Big Book

Subcommittee dated February 4, 1974. Ralph Ahringer, an “in town” member of the trustees’

literature committee was the chair of the Big Book Subcommittee and over the next year and a

half, he and members of the staff at GSO worked on the project. �In his memo, Ralph reiterated

Bill’s comments regarding the purpose of revising the story section of the Big Book, Alcoholics

Anonymous. From February 1974 and throughout that year, the Big Book Subcommittee

worked, and the stories cut from the Second Edition “They Stopped In Time” and from the

Second Edition Section “They Nearly Lost It All” were identified fairly early. The possible

replacements required a lot of study. The early list included a caution concerning dated

expressions and also suggested that all dates that tended to make the stories seem like

“ancient history” be omitted or edited, as Bill had done earlier. �In April of 1974 the Conference

Literature Committee received an interim report on the work, and in July the Trustees’

Literature Subcommittee report included far less detail concerning story names for the new



edition. The going seemed to be getting rough at this point, with much work to be done on

reviewing the stories submitted. It also mentioned that they were now considering seven Indian

stories, a prison story from the Grapevine, a navy story, a young person’s story, as well as still

looking for a retiree and another Black story. The subcommittee report noted that they were

trying to meet a press deadline of December of 1974. �September of 1974 found the Big Book

Subcommittee report documenting correspondence among the committee—staff and Ralph

Ahringer. The November Trustees’ Literature Committee heard in the report of the Big Book

Subcommittee that the new stories “will be sent to the Conference Literature Committee for

approval and they will not make the current rerun of the book. It will make the next rerun

deadline in 18 months.” �By the tone of the communication, the project was simply considered

an “update” to be included in the next “rerun” of the Big Book which happened every 18 months

or so. �In February of 1975 we see Ralph reporting to the committee that the selection of stories

was completed and they would be ready for the next “rerun” of the book and would go to the

printers in 12 months’ time. �Copies of all of the selections were being mailed to the Trustees’

and Conference Literature Committees for their comment and approval. �The secretary to the

Trustees’ Literature Committee and Conference Literature Committee enclosed two more

stories with the Conference Literature Committee background material, at the last minute, for

their comments and approval. �The staff members’ August report noted that the Big Book was

with the editor undergoing final editorial changes to go into the next printing of the Big Book

and might be at the printers by the November meeting of the literature committee in 1975. �The

February 1976 meeting of the Trustees’ Literature Committee found the statement: “The Big

Book Third Edition will go to the printers soon. No changes have been made from page xxii

through page 312. In Parts 2 and 3 seven stories have been deleted and 13 new stories have

been added. The Third Edition will be ready later this year.” �The 26th General Service

Conference Literature Committee received the report and recommended that the delegates

take back to their areas a statement to the effect that the Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous,

Third Edition, is not being changed and that only the stories have been updated and some new

ones added. �After the publication and release of the Third Edition, at their August of 1976

meeting, the Trustees’ Literature Committee heard the committee secretary report that

A.A.W.S. had received many letters with favorable comments about the Third Edition of the Big

Book, Alcoholics Anonymous. �A press release dated June 1, 1976, briefly reviewed the history

of the Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous and gave a short overview of the Fellowship as well as

inviting correspondence. �Subsequently, sharing from AA members regarding “editorial changes”

that had been made in the Foreword to the Second Edition in the Third Edition of the Big Book

was received. As a result, 1978’s General Service Conference produced an Advisory Action

that, “In the next printing of Alcoholics Anonymous the Foreword to the Second Edition be

included as it was originally published in the Second Edition. Further it was strongly

recommended the delegates should be made aware of any changes under consideration in the

book Alcoholics Anonymous prior to publication.” �The 1989 Conference Literature Committee

suggested distributing of Big Book workshop questions to all delegates as part of the

commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the book, Alcoholics Anonymous. The responses

were reviewed by the trustees and it was obvious that the areas participating had experience

renewed interest in our Big Book.Fourth EditionThe 1994 Trustees’ Literature Committee

reviewed requests for a Fourth Edition of the Big Book and suggested a letter be sent to all

delegates seeking Fellowship input on a possible 4th Edition of the Big Book. �The 1995

General Service Conference recommended that “The first 164 pages of the Big Book,

Alcoholics Anonymous, the Preface, the Forewords, the Doctor’s Opinion, Dr. Bob’s Nightmare



and the Appendices remain as is.” �That same year the Conference Literature Committee

reviewed the report on area responses “Should There Be a Fourth Edition of the Big Book,”

and concluded there was no need to publish a Fourth Edition of the Big Book at that time. �The

idea of the Fourth Edition went back to the Trustees Literature Committee since there did seem

to be some interest in a Fourth Edition, suggesting that they, the trustees, prepare an outline of

the proposed content of a Fourth Edition for consideration at the next Conference. This was

seen by the 1996 Conference Literature Committee with a request on how to proceed

concerning the topic of the Big Book questionnaire and outline. The Conference Literature

Committee decided not to proceed with a questionnaire at that time. �The 1997 Conference

Literature Committee received a recommendation from the Trustees’ Literature Committee that

a draft Fourth Edition of the Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous, be developed and the

Conference Literature Committee agreed and the General Service Conference recommended

that: A draft Fourth Edition of the Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous be developed and a

progress report be brought to the 1998 Conference Literature Committee, keeping in mind the

1995 Advisory Action that: The first 164 pages of the Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous, the

Preface, the Forewords, The Doctor’s Opinion, Dr. Bob’s Nightmare, and the Appendices

remain as is. �A publication of stories dropped from the First, Second and Third Editions of the

Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous, be developed, and a progress report be brought to the 1998

Conference Literature Committee.Original manuscript onlyThis story appeared in the original

manuscript but was removed before the first edition was printed in April 1939Ace Full-Seven-

ElevenDel Tryon, Akron, OhioOriginal manuscript p. 62There are different theories as to why

the story was not included in the first edition. Some have suggested that the author became

suspicious of Bill Wilson and Hank P. (“The Unbeliever” in the first edition) when Hank set up

Works Publishing to raise money to publish the book, with himself as the self-appointed

president, and Bill began talking of listing himself as author of the Big Book. Bill would then be

entitled to royalties. Others claim that the author wanted to be paid for his story, or to receive a

share of the royalties on the book. None of these theories can be verified. �According to his

story, he was the son of a pharmacist and studied pharmacy, but before he could take the state

board examination he was drafted. In the Army he began gambling and learning to manipulate

the dice and cards to his own advantage. �After the war he became a professional gambler. He

spent some time in jail, perhaps for gambling or drinking. One source claims it was for

bootlegging. �He was hospitalized many times, and eventually his wife had him committed to an

insane asylum. He was in and out of the asylum several times. During one of his confinements

he met another alcoholic who had lost nearly all. This man had been a hobo and may have

been Charlie S. (“Riding the Rods” in the first edition). During his last confinement his friend

was not there, but soon he came to visit and to carry the message of A.A. �An agnostic or

atheist when he entered, he eventually came to believe in a Divine Father, and that His will was

the best bet. �No further information is available.First Edition onlyThese stories appeared only in

the first edition and were not reused in the second or third editions.The UnbelieverHenry

(Hank) P., New JerseyOrig. ms. and 1st ed. p. 194Hank was the first man Bill W. was successful

in sobering up after returning from his famous trip to Akron where he met Dr. Bob. Thus Hank

was A.A. No. 2 in New York prior to resuming drinking about four years later. His original date of

sobriety was either October or November 1935. �Hank was a salesman, an agnostic, and a

former Standard Oil of New Jersey executive, who had lost his job because of drinking. He

wound up at Towns Hospital, where Bill found him in the fall of 1935. The first mention of Hank

in the Big Book is on page xxix of “The Doctor’s Opinion.” He is believed to be the man Dr.

Silkworth described who seemed to be a case of pathological mental deterioration. (Hank later



became very paranoid and Dr. Silkworth warned Bill he might become dangerous.) �When Bill

and Lois lost their home on Clinton Street, Brooklyn, it was to Hank P.’s home in New Jersey

that they moved for a short time. �He and Jim B. (“The Vicious Cycle”), lead the fight against too

much talk of God in the 12 steps, which resulted in the compromise “God as we understood

Him.” �Hank had a small business, Honor Dealers, in Newark, NJ. It is the little company

mentioned on page 149. According to one source, he had conceived it as a way of getting back

at Standard Oil, which had fired him. Bill W. and Jim B. worked there for a time and Bill dictated

most of the Big Book to Ruth Hock in this office. �Ruth Hock said the Big Book would not have

been written without Bill, and it would not have been published without Hank. And Hank wrote,

except for the opening paragraph, the chapter “To Employers.” �But Hank became very hostile

toward Bill. Problems developed between them over the way Hank was setting up Works

Publishing Co., as a for profit corporation, with himself as President. As a result of the feedback

from group members, Bill listed himself as the sole author of the Big Book as a means of

counter-balancing this. �There were other problems over money, and over Ruth Hock. Hank

wanted to divorce his wife, Kathleen, and marry Ruth, and when Ruth decided to go with Bill

when he moved the A.A. office out of Honor Dealers, Hank was furious. Bill paid him $200 for

the office furniture (which he claimed he still owned, but which had been purchased from him

earlier), in exchange for Hank turning over his stock in Works Publishing, as all the others had

done. Hank then went to Cleveland to try to start problems for Bill there. �No one knows exactly

when Hank had started drinking again, but in the diary Lois W. kept there are various

September 1939 entries that mention that Hank was drunk. He did get back on the program for

a short time at some later date but it didn’t last. �Nevertheless, A.A. owes Hank a debt of

gratitude for his many contributions during his all too short period of sobriety. �He died after a

long illness at Glenwood Sanitarium in Trenton, New Jersey, on January 18, 1954, at the age of

fifty-seven. Lois W. ascribed his death to drinking. Funeral services were held Thursday,

January 22 at Blackwell Memorial Home. Rev. A. Kenneth Magner of the First Presbyterian

Church performed the service. �At the time of his death he and his wife, Kathleen Nixon P.

(whom he had remarried after two failed marriages) were living at Washington-Crossing Road,

Pennington, New Jersey. One son, Henry G. P., Jr., was living in Madeira Beach, Florida. A

second son Robert S. P., was living in Pennington.A Feminine VictoryFlorence R., New York

CityOrig. ms. and 1st ed. p. 217Florence was the first woman to get sober in A.A., even for a

short time. She came to A.A. in New York in March of 1937. She had several slips but was

sober over a year when she wrote her story for the Big Book. �It must have been difficult for

Florence being the only woman. She prayed for inspiration to tell her story in a manner that

would give other women courage to seek the help that she had been given. �She was the ex-

wife of a man Bill W. had known on Wall Street. She thought the cause of her drinking would be

removed when she and her husband were divorced. But it was her ex-husband who took Lois

W. to visit her at Bellevue. Bill and Lois got her out of Bellevue and she stayed in their home for

a time. After she left their home, she stayed with other members of the fellowship. �In part, due

to Florence having been sober more than a year, “One Hundred Men” was discarded as the

name for the Big Book. �She moved to Washington, D.C. and tried to help Fitz M. (“Our Southern

Friend”), who after sobering up in New York started A.A. in Washington, D.C. She married an

alcoholic she met there, who unfortunately did not get sober. Eventually Florence started

drinking again and disappeared. Fitz M. found her in the morgue. She had committed suicide. �

Despite her relapse and death from alcoholism, Florence helped pave the way for the many

women who followed. She was in Washington by the time Marty M. (“Women Suffer Too”), the

next woman to arrive in A.A. in New York, entered the program. Marty only met her once or



twice, but her story in the Big Book no doubt encouraged Marty.A Business Man’s

RecoveryWilliam R., New JerseyOrig. ms. and 1st ed. p. 242Bill R. was born in 1900. According

to his story in the Big Book, he first got sober in February 1937. �When the Alcoholic Foundation

was established in the spring of 1938, he was appointed as a trustee. He almost immediately

got drunk and was replaced by Harry B. (“A Different Slant”) �He was underage to join the Army

in WW I, but ran away from home and lied about his age to join up. It was in the Army that he

started to drink. �He tried many geographic cures. Instead of coming home from Germany after

the war he stayed, then took jobs in Russia, England, and back to Germany. He came home in

1924 hoping Prohibition could help him stop drinking. There he discovered the speakeasies. So

he shipped off to the Venezuela for a job in the oil fields. They soon poured him on a ship and

sent him home. �He had tried doctors, hospitals, psychiatrists, rest cures, changes of scenery,

etc., to try to stop drinking. He got married to a woman named Kathleen, hoping marriage

would solve his problem. But even Kathleen couldn’t help. �Finally he consulted a doctor who

referred him to A.A. Bill W. talked to him and told him his own story, then told him to think about

it for a few days. He was back to see Bill again the next day.A Different SlantHarry B., New

YorkOrig. ms. and 1st ed. p. 252His date of sobriety was probably June 1938. It is said that he

sued to get the money he had loaned A.A. to get the Big Book published refunded. �Harry was

probably an accountant. He is believed to be “Fred, a partner in a well known accounting firm”

whose story is told on pages 39 through 43 of the Big Book.
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